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Frederick Joseph  
Wheeler  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñHe died for his countryò 
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Frederick Joseph Wheeler born 4th August 1894, was one of 6 children to 

Helen and Frederick of Glenfield.  Local fruit growers, Fred worked the farm with his father 

as an orchardist. 

 

Together with his mates Eric Monteith, George Hall and Tom Forrest, Fred nipped across to 

the Drill Hall in Rutland Street Auckland in July of 1915 and was accepted medically fit as a 

recruit for the reinforcement drafts of the NZ Expeditionary Force. 

 

 
 

 

At 5ô7ò and 11 stone (70kg), he was of fair complexion, with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  

It is noted he had a lower rubber plate and otherwise ñgoodò teeth.  He presented with a scar 

on his right side, having suffered from a Hernia ñ6 weeks agoò.  He was however deemed fit 

for service. 

 

Fred was an active member of the Waitemata Cricket Club, and also played in the Waitemata 

hockey team.  He was educated at the Glenfield public school and was a member of the ñCoast 

Defence, Aucklandò.  It is said he was always keenly interested in military matters. 

 

He left NZ with the 8th Reinforcements. 
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We have to be very grateful for the journalists of the timeé the Auckland Star printed the 

following: 

AUCKLANDERS IN THE TRENCHES .  

Auckland Star, Volume XLVII, Issue 185, 4 August 1916 

 
 

At some time between 3rd and 4th July Frederick was admitted to hospital in the field, suffering 

a gunshot wound of left leg ï fractured.   

 

At 3.40am on 5th July, Pte F.J. Wheeler died of his wounds. 

 

Is this sounding familiar?  Remember Fredôs mate George Hall who died 4th July of a fractured 

femur?   

 

They played together as kids, joined up together, fought alongside each other and died within 

a day of each other. 

 

Both are buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, in Nord, France. 
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Wheeler residence Manuka Road , Glenfield  
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Call to arms...   
 

New Zealand Herald, Volume LII, Issue 15975,  

21 July 1915 
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On the right of Rue du collège is the church of St. Amand and the college. This photo was taken from the top of the church 

of St. Vaast. 

18 October 1914 ς September 1917 
άbƻ н Casualty Clearing Station (or No 2 Clearing Hospital as it was called when it first got there) 
arrived at Bailleul on the 18th October 1914 and opened in a seminary about a mile from the 
railway station Taken from the Official Historyέ ς GWF 

 

 

Wounded soldiers at Bailleul 

  

http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=81740&view=findpost&p=757249
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