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“He died for his country”  
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NZ Railways at war 

Page 4 – Railwaymen in the 
NZEF 

As the risk of enemy attack at home passed, the men of the Railway Battalions were released 

to join the New Zealand Expeditionary Force (NZEF), in which many of their workmates 

were already enlisting. As many as 5000 New Zealand Railways (NZR) permanent 

employees are thought to have served overseas during the war, almost 40% of the 1914 

workforce; several thousand casual workers also joined up. In 1919 the department reported 

that a total of 7529 permanent and casual employees had been released for war service. 

The price was high: NZR’s death toll of 450 employees was the heaviest loss suffered by any 

New Zealand employer. The roll of honour published in the department’s 1919 annual report 

stretched across seven solemn pages. 

'Railwaymen in the NZEF', URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/war/nz-railways-ww1/railwaymen-in-nzef, (Ministry for Culture 

and Heritage), updated 3-May-2016 

  

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/node/56602
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Roll of Honour...  
 

EVENING POST, VOLUME XCVI, ISSUE 122, 19 NOVEMBER 1918 

 

“He died for his country” 

  



In Memory Of...  
 

Auckland Star, Volume XLIX, Issue 277, 20 November 1918 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

In Loving Memory. Portrait and memorial card for: " In Loving Memory of Corpl. Joseph Thomas 

Marshall, 50th Reinforcements, N.Z. E.F. Died in Trentham Military Hospital, on November 18th, 1918 

Age 24 years. Interred in Kororie Cemetery on 19th November, 1918 With sincere gratitude for your kind 

sympathy. From Mr & Mrs Jacob Marshall". Mickle, A. M. R. (n.d.) Mickle album. Auckland War 

Memorial Museum - Tamaki Paenga Hira. PH-ALB-561. p.113. No known copyright restrictions. 

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Railways Roll of Honour board. Wellington Railway Station, Pipitea, Wellington 6011. Image provided by 

John Halpin 2017, CC BY John Halpin 2017 

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record


 

 

Auckland Railway's Honour Board. Auckland Railway Station, Te Taou Crescent, Auckland 1010. Image 

provided by John Halpin 2017, CC BY John Halpin 2017 

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C33207 

 

 

  

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C33207


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Te Aroha First World War Memorial, Kenrick Street, Te Aroha. Image provided by John Halpin 2017, CC 

BY John Halpin 2017  

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C33207  

 

 

  

http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/war-memorial/online-cenotaph/record/C33207
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