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Frederick Joseph Wheeler vorn 4 August 1894, was one of 6 children to

Helen and Frederick of Glenfield. Local fruit growers, Fred worked the farm with his father
as an orchardist.

Together with his mates Eric Monteith, George Hall and Tom Forrest, Fred nipped across to
the Drill Hall in Rutland Street Auckland in July of 1915 and was accepted medically fit as a
recruit for the reinforcement drafts of the NZ Expeditionary Force.
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Photo courtesy of Ian HALL. copy of picturs bxated on Glenfiald Memorial Hall's wall
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At 5°7” and 11 stone (70kg), he was of fair complexion, with brown eyes and dark brown hair.
It is noted he had a lower rubber plate and otherwise “good” teeth. He presented with a scar
on his right side, having suffered from a Hernia “6 weeks ago”. He was however deemed fit
for service.

Fred was an active member of the Waitemata Cricket Club, and also played in the Waitemata
hockey team. He was educated at the Glenfield public school and was a member of the “Coast

Defence, Auckland”. It is said he was always keenly interested in military matters.

He left NZ with the 8™ Reinforcements.
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We have to be very grateful for the journalists of the time... the Auckland Star printed the
following:

AUCKLANDERS IN THE TRENCHES.

Auckland Star, Volume XLVII, Issue 185, 4 August 1916

I?r.ivate F. J. Wheeler, of Glenfield,
writing from France on May 5, says: —
“ We have been in the tremches. but our
b}att:lion “hn.s now been rehieved for a
short spell. 1 must say our neighbou
Fntz, makes himself ery dingreubl:.'
During the time we were there, we had
a little bit of cverything, i.e., rifle wnd
machine-gun fire, artillery fire, and gas
attack. The artillery fire is the worst
of all, by far. Tom Forrest and 1 are
still ‘on deck,” and quite well. George
Hall has a shght rash on the arm. I
went through the trenches to Erie Mon-
teith’s eompany, but did not see tum.
He was at a soiping school, it seems’ I
saw Jim Edmunds, also Alec. Forbes,
who asked to be remembered to you.
We are at present quartered in what
has been a lovely French town. It i
one of the towns that suffered so much
-2t the Germans’ hands earlier in the|
war, and, m fact, 13 still withm range
of their guns. The town is, of course,
half deserted. It is only after secing,
these places that one can realise what a
terrible thing war is. Just fancy Auck-|
land im such a state. We all hope to be'
home by Christmas.” The writer bas
since met hid death. Hé died of wounds
received in action on July 5. Also
George Hall mentioned above, died of
wounds on July 4.

At some time between 3" and 4™ July Frederick was admitted to hospital in the field, suffering
a gunshot wound of left leg — fractured.

At 3.40am on 5" July, Pte F.J. Wheeler died of his wounds.

Is this sounding familiar? Remember Fred’s mate George Hall who died 4™ July of a fractured
femur?

They played together as kids, joined up together, fought alongside each other and died within
a day of each other.

Both are buried at Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, in Nord, France.
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New Zealand Herald, VVolume LII, Issue 15975,

21 July 1915

NEW ZEALAND FORCES.

REINFORCEMENT DRAFTS.

——————

46 MEN ACGEPTED.

A medical examination of recruits for
the reinforcement drafts of the New Zea-
land Expeditionary Force was held at the
Drill Hall, Rutland Street, yesterday. A
larger number ‘of men than usual attended.
Fifty-eight men presented themselves, and
the following 46 were passed as medicaliy
it :—

Albert B. Taylor, Western Springs Road.
Alexander Taylor. Papakura.

Richard Herbert Webb, 75, Newton Road.
Joseph Frederick Wheeler, (Glenfield.
John William Young, Sale Street.

;
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Periods there situated
Town or I'laces Hospitals e s [ L
From To»
BAC~-LU~SUD~-LA. Ho«ed3 G40y Se 4y 3418|284 3418,
Noed 6 CuoCeBe 20+ G418 l. S.18.
RATILLEUL. Nos 2 CaCef Aug,1914.| 2. 9.17.

GLENFIELD MISSION HALL MEMORIAL TABLET DEDICATION 9 SEPTEMBER 2017 | Sandie Gorst



BAILLEUL — Vue Générale - Rue du Collige =g
et Eplise Saint-Amand

On the right of Rue du collége is the church of St. Amand and the college. This photo was taken from the top of the church
of St. Vaast.

18 October 1914 — September 1917

“No 2 Casualty Clearing Station (or No 2 Clearing Hospital as it was called when it first got there)
arrived at Bailleul on the 18th October 1914 and opened in a seminary about a mile from the
railway station Taken from the Official History” — GWF

Wounded soldiers at Bailleul
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http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=81740&view=findpost&p=757249
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QV\ VWWNEVWNOTY OF. oo

PERSONALIA New Zealand Times, Volume XLI, Issue 9404, 18 July 1916

Private Frederick J. Wheeler, of
Glenfield (Auckland), who died on the
5th inst. from wounds received in ac-

tion. was the youngest son of Mr
Frederick Wheeler, of Glenfield. He
left in the Third Auckland Infantry
in the 8th Reinforcements, and was
aobut twenty-two vears of age.

ROLL OF HONOUR. Auckland Star, Volume XLVII, Issue 173, 21 July 1916

PRIVATE F. J. WHEELER.

Private Frederick Joseph Wheeler,
reported to have died of wounds, was
22 years of age, and eon of Mr F.
Wheeler, of Glenfield, Anekland. He was
an active member of the Waitemata
Cricket Club, and also played in the
Waitemata hockey team. He was edu-
cated at Glenfleld public school, and
before joining the Expeditionary Force
was engaged in the fruitgrowing indus-
try at Glenfield

"He died F/er his covw\tr\_y”

/

/
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/WQ W;..u. remem'aer.. .

SOME OF OUR DEFENDERS. THE COLONIST, VOLUME LVII, ISSUE 14149,
28 JULY 1916

“Private F. J. Wheeler, who is re-
ported to have died of wounds on July
6th, was a son of Mr. F. Wheeler, of
Glenfield. He was always keenly in-
terested in military matters, and was
an active member of the Waitemata
cricket and hockey clubs. Private
Wheeler followed ‘the occupation  of
orchardist with his father until offer-
ing his services to the Enpire. . He
left New Zealand with the Eighth Re-

inforcements.
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In Memory of
Private

Frederick Joseph Wheeler

12/3504, 1st Bn., Auckland Regiment, N.Z.E.F. who died on 05 July 1916 Age 22

Son of Frederick and Helen J Wheeler, of Glenfield, Auckland, New Zealand.

Remembered with Honour
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
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