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“He died for his country” 

  



 

 
 

Adderley James Willcocks was born in Napier in 1894 to Emily and 

William, and was one of seven children.  

 

He attended Auckland Grammar School and at the time of joining up he was a Driver for a Mr 

Rennie in Te Kuiti. 

 

The Auckland Star reports he had been getting farm experience as a cadet since the time he left 

the Grammar School on to the time of his enlistment. 

 

 
(Bayfield school is in Herne Bay). 

 

There is only one mention I can find of this family being local, and that is the Public Trust 

probate notice in the NZ Gazette of 1899 for Adderley’s father.  Under the heading “Colonial 

Residence” it gives “Birkenhead”.   

 

Adderley left Auckland with the 3rd reinforcement draft and at Trentham was drafted into the 

Canterbury Infantry Battalion.  He served with them in Turkey.  

 

He is reported wounded in hospital in Malta, and a later report says he was recently admitted 

to hospital suffering from acute rheumatism, though the official word that came through 

regarding his inclusion in the casualty list stated that he had been wounded.  He has since 

completely recovered and has returned to the trenches. 

 

Pte Adderley James Willcocks was killed in action at the Dardanelles on 7th August 1915.  

 

He is remembered at the Chunuk Bair (NZ) Memorial. 

  



 
  



 
  



Casualty Record...  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Wounded… 
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Brothers in Arms… 
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August 1915 

 3 – Anzac: Reinforcements for the forthcoming offensive begin landing, including the British  
13th (Western) Division. 

 6 – Battle of Sari Bair, also known as the August Offensive, commences. 

 Helles: Battle of Krithia Vineyard diversion commences with an attack by the 88th 
Brigade of the British 29th Division. 

 Anzac: Battle of Lone Pine diversion commences at 6.30 a.m. with the Australian 1st 
Division capturing Turkish trenches. Fighting continues for six days in which time 
seven Victoria Crosses are awarded. 

 Suvla: At 10.00 p.m. the British 11th (Northern) Division, part of IX Corps, begins 
landing. 

 Anzac: Under cover of darkness, two columns of Anzac, British & Indian troops break out 
to the north, heading for the heights of Chunuk Bair and Hill 971. 

 7 

 Anzac: Battle of the Nek At 4.30 a.m. another futile diversion virtually wipes out 
two regiments of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade. 

 Suvla: The British 10th (Irish) Division begins landing. 

 Helles: Fighting at Krithia Vineyard continues with an attack by the 42nd Division. 

 Anzac: After a lengthy delay, the New Zealand Infantry Brigade attempts to capture 
Chunuk Bair but fails. 

 8 

 Anzac: Battle of Chunuk Bair Attacking at 3.00 a.m., New Zealand and British infantry 
gain a foothold on Chunuk Bair. 

 Naval operations: British submarine HMS E11 torpedoes the Ottoman 
battleship Barbaros Hayreddin off Bulair. 
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Hospital Reports…  
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NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME LII, ISSUE 16008, 28 AUGUST 1915

 

 

 

“He died for his country” 

  



Roll of Honour…  
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